PURITANS OF THE DESERT

at all in this longitude. Talib's still greater qualification
was that he claimed to know the recent whereabouts in the
Jiban, where our course must lie, of Ikhwan tribes,1 with
whom we must at all costs avoid collision.

These Ikhwan are religious zealots, the puritans of Islam,
distinguished amongst their co-religionists for bigotry and
intolerance, and the militant nature of their creed. In their
eyes even my companions, members of orthodox sects of
Islam (the South Arabians, Shafi', the Murra, Hanbali)
were heretics, while to me, a non-Muslim, they were likely
to be very hostile, and here, being only nominally under
the rule of Bin Sa'ud, they might be emboldened to attack
us. Smoking is to these Ikhwan a serious and punishable
offence, and the nomadic life anathema, because the absence
of water it entails must lead to infringement of those
religious rules of Islam that prescribe ablution before
prayer and after bodily functions. And being for the most
part recent converts themselves from Badawin life, they
display all the fanaticism of the proselyte.

My own servant, Muhammad, a Muscati and no paragon,
put the Ikhwan case succinctly to me one day as his own
sceptical view of the acceptability of the nomad's religion.

'These Badawin/ he said of my companions, 'are not
fashioned after the manner of God's creatures at all.5

'How?5 I said.

'They go for months without water. The sons of Adam
would not tolerate it. And their women! they have inter-
course with them and do not wash the greater ablution.
How can their prayers avail ?'

1 The elements we feared were Bani Hajar and two sections of the
Murra- Fuhaida and Al Adhaba.

[217]